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Monthly Partnership Bulletin – Confidential Prayer Points

Thank you for your prayer support for The Message Works.  As a team we are working with a number of missions to see resources released for the work of the Kingdom and support breakthrough for the gospel through their ministry.

It is my hope that you will be excited by what God is doing through those with whom we work in partnership.

Each month we will feature one of our partner organisations and give some prayer requests for the others and for the TMW team based in Croydon.

Stephen Maxted

Executive Director
June FEATURE
Christian Solidarity Worldwide

Mervyn Thomas, Chief Executive of CSW, writes: “In his poem Mort d’Arthur, Tennyson says, ‘More things are wrought by prayer than this world dreams of’. I am convinced that this is true, and that is why prayer is our key advocacy tool.  I know that unless God is at work, the things against which we battle will not give way.

But God is at work and, we the CSW support and staff teams are in harness together to bring justice and be a voice for those who have no one else to speak up for them.

Our calling is to be a voice for those who are persecuted for their faith, so together we:

· Work to document what is happening, so that facts are clear and awareness is raised,

· Meet politicians and civil servants, so that they have clear and accurate information before they act or speak,

· Bring victims of persecution to the UK and Europe to speak of their experiences before committees, to the press and in churches,

· Make visits to places like Nepal and Colombia and ensure cards of encouragement are sent to widows, prisoners and their families;

It is my prayer that you will sense how God is answering prayer and using support not only to bring hope and comfort to those who are suffering but also to bring change.”

PRAISE AND PRAYER POINTS FOR JUNE
ACET

Answer to Prayer

· Last month you prayed for clarity at a meeting in Minsk for ACET’s Eastern European country leaders.  The meeting was very successful and productive with agreement on a way forward for developing leaders, trainers and training materials.  There was also new understanding on the need for monitoring and evaluation and accredited training.

Prayer requests

· Please pray for ACET’s work in Central Asia (Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan).  Churches in all these countries face restrictions of some sort from their governments.  The programmes are all small and we are finding it difficult to support them properly with our limited staff and finances.  Despite this they are doing well so far.  A team meeting is planned for August in Kazakhstan and we have some budget to hold it but we need to find someone who can plan and organise it.  This work could really take off with the right support so please pray that God would raise someone up to help coordinate the work across the region and help make this meeting possible.

· For ACET UK please pray for wisdom about how to allocate our resources to best effect for sustainable long-term ministry.  Particularly challenging is getting the balance right between developing infrastructure and programme delivery. 

Please see ACET’s website at www.acet-international.org for more information to help you pray.

Ambassadors in Sport
Answers to prayer

· Praise for the recent mission trip to Moldova, which has led to the training up of 34 Christian football coaches who are returning to their churches to reach out to their communities through grass roots football programmes that will focus on children and young people.

· Praise for the opportunities in May to promote AIS, which has led to some mission opportunities both in the UK and overseas.

Prayer requests

· Please pray for the outreach that will take place during the football World Cup in June and July in South Africa. AIS will have playing teams, coaching teams and evangelistic campaigns all partnering with local churches to reach out both to communities and visiting fans.

· Please pray for the outreach opportunities here in the UK during the World Cup through the showing of matches on big screens, schools work, tournaments etc.  

Christian Solidarity Worldwide

Prayer request
· Please pray for a release of funds. CSW has had a drop in income to appeals and are praying for an additional £100,000 in the next few weeks.

Israel Education Forum

Answer to prayer

· Praise the Lord for a very successful trip to Israel. I had feared that not having been out there for so long we would have lost ground. People were however very keen that we get going.
Prayer requests  

· Our immediate objective is to hold one-day conferences to bring staff and boards of member organisations into the work.  We have now finalised conferences for the schools and discipleship ministries to take place later this year.  The Higher Education conference still needs to be finalised.

· Funding is desperately needed for the ground-breaking work of IEF.

MECO
Answer to prayer

· Praise God that the health concerns referred to last month have been resolved.

Prayer requests

· As MECO goes through a series of changes please pray for wisdom for those charged with their introduction and also those who find change difficult.  Ask the Lord to guide in the appointment of two more members of the International Executive.

· As we prepare for our International Conference, please pray for those planning the programme and our keynote speakers.  While celebrating 150 years of ministry we will focus on the coming years.  Ask the Lord that this event will mark a significant milestone in our history and be an inspiration to press on in the task of reaching the Middle East with the Gospel. 

TMW

Answer to prayer

· Encouraging progress with projects and team building resulting from coaching of senior staff of the organisations with which we work.

Prayer requests

· Please keep praying for more regular funding for The Message Works.

· Please pray for wisdom as we plan how to deal with an increasing workload and also when to say “yes” or “no” to the things that are asked of the team.
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