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Monthly Partnership Bulletin

Thank you for your prayer support for The Message Works.  As a team we are working with a number of missions to see resources released for the work of the Kingdom and support breakthrough for the gospel through their ministry.

It is my hope that you will be excited by what God is doing through those with whom we work in partnership.

Each month we will feature one of our partner organisations and give some prayer requests for the others and for the TMW team based in Croydon.

Stephen Maxted

Executive Director
PRAISE AND PRAYER POINTS FOR MAY
ACET

Prayer requests

· There is a meeting of the Eastern European ACET team leaders from 5-9 May which is very important for setting the strategy and direction for the next three years.  Please pray for clarity and unity on the way forward 
· An important visit to Nigeria has had to be postponed twice due to violence in Jos and then because of volcanic ash.  The trip has been rescheduled for 24th May.  Please pray it can go ahead. 
Please see ACET’s website at www.acet-international.org for more information to help you pray.

Ambassadors in Sport
Answers to prayer

· Praise that over the Easter holiday period hundreds of children heard the Gospel through outreach soccer schools (similar to holiday Bible clubs) for 6-14 year olds in different locations across the UK and overseas. In some locations we were disappointed with numbers attending but overall the feedback from churches has been very encouraging.

· Praise for the two training conferences that were held in 2 'closed' countries in SE Asia to envision, equip and enable Christian football coaches in these countries to reach out into communities. Our teacher/trainers were really encouraged by the responsiveness and commitment of the delegates attending. 

Prayer requests

· Our first ever mission trip to Moldova in Eastern Europe that will take place in mid May.  A number of AIS European workers will be travelling over to deliver sports ministry training and outreach programmes in partnership with Operation Mobilization.  Please pray that the Lord will be honoured in all that’s done and it will be a fruitful and fulfilling time for those travelling and taking part.

· The opportunities in May at the Christian Resources Exhibition, a Christian Football Ministry conference and a number of end of season Church football club/league dinners where AIS will be represented.  Please pray that we at AIS will be able to apply what we have been learning from TMW in order to bring on board many new partners, givers, intercessors etc to support us in the ministry.

MECO
Answer to prayer

· Praise God that the health concerns referred to last month have been resolved
Prayer requests

· As MECO goes through a series of changes please pray for wisdom for those charged with their introduction and also those who find change difficult.  Ask to Lord to guide in the appointment of two more members of the International Executive.

· As we prepare for our International Conference remember please pray for those planning the programme and our key note speakers.  While celebrating 150 years of ministry we will focus on the coming years.  Ask the Lord that this event will mark a significant milestone in our history and be an inspiration to press on in the task of reaching the Middle East with the Gospel. 

Global Connections

Prayer requests
· One of the huge changes in mission over recent years has been the large number of people of other racial groups and religious convictions now living in the UK.  Please pray for Global Connections as it seeks to support the church in reaching out to its local communities.  GC has established various forums over the years including the Faith to Faith Forum, Pole to Pole and the new East Asian Diaspora Forum - all have a strategic role in this great mission opportunity.

· A huge amount of time is being spent on the Lausanne Congress which will be bringing together over 4000 key leaders from around the world in Cape Town in October this year.  Martin Lee is responsible for chairing the English selection committee.  Please pray for English delegates to the Congress meeting together for a pre-Congress consultation at the end of May - for the right balance of inspiration and information, and for wisdom in working together to feed the voice of the UK Church into the Congress and to help the UK Church hear the voice of the Global Church on their return.

TMW

Answers to prayer

· A good response to the MAF letter 

· The good relationships that are developing between the teams at AIS and TMW

Prayer requests
· Wisdom as the team seeks to encourage and guide key senior staff in the organisations for which they work in setting priorities and managing their teams 

· Clarity and wisdom for Stephen as he ghost-writes for CEO's
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